Town of Little Creek Council Meeting Minutes for June 1, 2026
The meeting of the Little Creek Town Board was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Edward Strouse. There were five members of the Board of Commissioners who were present in person for the Town of Little Creek Council Meeting: Commissioner Edward Strouse, Commissioner Joe McGonigal, Commissioner Darla Courtney, Commissioner Dennis May, and Commissioner Theresa May. Sixteen members of the public were in attendance in person for the general meeting: Carol Puleo, Sam Gentry, Tiffany Mika, Michael Rinehart, Joanne Sullivan, Susan Wehner, Ricardo Lucas, Steven Payne, Jasmine, Carlos Rodriguez, Tom Antoniou, Betty Bailey, Herman Reed, Sharon Reed, Sharon Cruz, and Shawn Brighenti. Having observed that there were five members of the Board of Commissioners present in person, Commissioner T. May declared that the Board had a quorum and was free to conduct business and begin the meeting.
The meeting minutes for May were provided electronically to the Board members and in hard copy form to the residents and the members of the Board for review and approval. A motion was made by Commissioner McGonigal to approve the minutes. This motion was seconded by Commissioner D. May. When put to the full Board for a vote the motion passed unanimously.
The Treasurer’s report covering the period from May 4, 2026, to June 1, 2026, was sent in electronic form to the Commissioners prior to the meeting for review. The report, and the list of current bills, were presented as hard copies by Commissioner McGonigal to those in attendance. Since there were no questions posed by the residents, Commissioner D. May made a motion to accept the report as presented and to pay the current bills. The motion was seconded by Commissioner T. May. When put to a full vote by the board it was passed unanimously.
Committee Reports
a) Planning Commission – Carol Williams 
· Two permit requests pending.

b) Parks and Recreation – Commissioner Courtney
i) Dog Park - Commissioner Courtney
· Picnic - A townwide picnic is being planned for the end of August/beginning of September 
· Movie Nights will return in June, July, and August of this year. The next one is scheduled for June 27, 2026.
c) Code Enforcement – Commissioners Theresa and Dennis May
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tow Yard update: The back taxes on the property have been paid.
· Bailey update: The RV violation has been corrected. Tom Antoniou is assisting Betty Bailey with yard clean-up.
· Letterman update: Commissioner T. May is in contact with Ron Letterman concerning the property located at 32 Wilson Lane. Ron had been hospitalized for a long period of time but is now home. He will have his son assist him investigating and eliminating the rodent issue on this property.
· 427 Main St update: A letter was sent to the owner/occupant concerning the need to remove the trash behind the house and eliminate the rodent infestation. Prior to this meeting, the trash violation appeared to be resolved. It is unknown if the rodent infestation has been addressed.
· 375 Main St update: Letters were sent to the owner of the property to address the grass violation and the debris behind the house as well as the need to eliminate the rodent infestation. The yard was mowed prior to this meeting and the dumpster could not be seen from the street. It is unknown if the rodent infestation was addressed.
d) Little Creek Fire Company Report – President Frazier/Chief Scott Bundek
· No report
Old Business – 
a) Northern / Southern Flood Study - Commissioner Strouse
- The Town is waiting on the Deed for the purchased property.
- The Town will apply for the Defense Community Infrastructure Program Grant next year.
- The Town applied for a National Fish and Wildlife Grant of $600,000 to cover the final design permitting and plan implementation. This would cover the project at 100% with no Town match required. Mayor Strouse received notification that we were not selected to receive the grant.
- Paul E. Cartanza, Jr has agreed to farm and maintain the parcel of land adjacent to his field until the Town is able to implement the construction of the retention pond and implement the plans to assist with flood mitigation on the property. Mr. Cartanza has the large equipment needed to maintain this area and is willing to donate the equipment and time. Mayor Strouse will get the agreement in writing.
-   The Town Board has future plans to install a fence and create a parking area with a kiosk at the Park.
b) ORPT 2025 – Commissioner Strouse
-    The pavilion is complete. Carlos Rodríguez assembled the last of the benches for the pavilion for the Town. 
- The reimbursement for the pavilion needs to be completed. 
c) ORPT 2026 – Commissioner Strouse
-     The grant and all money are secured for the new bathroom. The Town has $120,000 to spend on this project. JV Services can do a stick-built bathroom for $90, 000. The structure will be handicap accessible and have one stall. The plumbing will tie into the Post Office and there will also be a water bottle filling station.
- The Town match for the project of $30,000 is being secured from Senator Buckson and Representative Carson to fund this. 
- The down payment has been made to the contractor and the Town Permit has been completed.
- This project is in the permitting process, but there have been additional challenges. Several outside departments involved in the approval process have demanded additional specifications. This will increase the costs by approximately $12,000.00.
d) Pedestrian Study/Traffic Calming – Commissioner Strouse
· Mayor Strouse met with DelDOT. DelDOT stated that they will not allow crosswalks because of the Town’s sidewalk situation. Senator Buckson was informed of DelDOT’s position on this matter and contacted them and set up a meeting with Mayor Strouse. 
e) Well Testing - Commissioner Strouse
- Wells installation has stopped. Test kits were dropped off at Mayor Strouse’s house by the Department of Health. Contact him if you need a kit.
- The contact for inquiries regarding wells is Todd Kaiser. 
- 196 Main St needs (Rodgriguez) needs a well.
f) Comprehensive Plan Update - Commissioner Courtney
             -    The Public Workshop was held at 6:30 pm today.
            g) Fence for Town Park – Commissioner McGonigal
            - Pierson fence was contacted, and we are waiting for them to submit a bid.
            h) Internet for Town Hall - Commissioner D. May
            - Investigated several options. Verizon has the best deal for the package needed. 
            - The cost for a 200 mpb plan is $85 per month.  
            - Commissioner Courtney made a motion to spend the $85.00 per month on internet
               Service. This motion was seconded by Commissioner T. May. When put to the full 
               Board for a vote, it was passed unanimously. Commissioner D. May will contact
               Verizon to arrange for installation.
i) Old Pavilion – Commissioner Strouse
· The pavilion was posted for sale for $800. There was interest expressed by one individual to purchase it, but they wanted to negotiate the price. The offer made was acceptable, but the sale fell through. The Board is willing to come down on the listed price, but the purchaser needs to be willing to disassemble the pavilion themselves. 
A motion was made to table this discussion until the July Town Council meeting.
New Business - 
a. Identifying Clothing for Commissioners – Mayor Strouse brought to the attention of the residents the need for each of the Town Commissioners to have clothing that identifies them as members of the Board. These items would be worn during specific occasions to provide residents and others a way to recognize the members of the Board. This will establish a means of placing faces with names for their Town representatives. A motion was made by Commissioner Strouse to approve spending $1,000 ($200 per Commissioner) on identifying attire for Board members. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Courtney. When put to a vote of the full Board, the motion was passed unanimously.
b. Boundary Dispute at North End of Town – The location of the disputed boundary line is on the East side of Main Street from Port Mahon Road to North Road. The property is now owned by Mr. Galvin. This is a dispute that is between neighbors over unclear boundaries and does not fall within the jurisdiction of the Town for any kind of intervention. The police have been called to the property several times. Mayor Strouse has emphasized to all parties involved in the dispute that they need to resolve this on their own and if necessary, they should contact a lawyer. 
Public Comment
 – Betty Bailey spoke to the Board members explaining her situation financially and asked for forgiveness regarding the fines incurred prior to complying with the violation correction of removing her RV from the front yard of her property. Seeing that the violation was corrected, and the property was now within code compliance, a motion to grant forgiveness for the fines incurred was made by Commissioner D. May. This motion was seconded by Commissioner T. May. When put to a vote of the full Board of Commissioners the motion was passed unanimously.  – Town Treasurer explained that moving forward, the Town of Little Creek will no longer accept cash as payment for any monetary transactions. Money orders and checks are acceptable as are electronic payments. Commissioner McGonigal (treasurer) will research electronic payment options other than PayPal to provide a secure and user-friendly choice for residents to pay taxes, permit fees, etc. This issue will be tabled until the next meeting. – Several residents expressed concern that properties that received letters concerning clean-up of trash and the need to eliminate their rodent infestations still have unresolved issues. It was determined that an email needed to be sent to Levy Court regarding the continued code violations and the need for Kent County assistance with enforcement. – Shawn Brighenti brought to everyone’s attention that the storm drain between the Hegman property on Main St and Carol Williams’ houses is collapsing and getting worse. – Carol Puleo inquired about information regarding approval to install a guardrail on her property near the utility pole where several accidents have occurred. Mayor Strouse explained that he was informed that it would not receive approval. She is searching for other possible solutions to preventing vehicles entering her yard during an accident. Mayor Strouse will continue to explore possible resolutions to this issue. The Town Board shares her concerns and has expressed a desire to assist her with reaching a solution.
– Tom Antoniou mentioned a possible buyer for the old pavilion. 
Adjournment   
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner T. May and seconded by Commissioner Courtney. Motion was carried, and the meeting officially ended at 8:01 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Theresa May
Secretary 
