Town of Little Creek Council Meeting Minutes for May 4, 2026
The meeting of the Little Creek Town Board was called to order at 7:04 pm by Mayor Edward Strouse. There were five members of the Board of Commissioners who were present in person for the Town of Little Creek Council Meeting: Commissioner Edward Strouse, Commissioner Joe McGonigal, Commissioner Darla Courtney, Commissioner Dennis May, and Commissioner Theresa May. Six members of the public were in attendance in person for the general meeting: Carlos Rodriguez, Sam Gentry, Angelia Strouse, Joanne Sullivan, Susan Wehner, and Meghan Derr. Having observed that there were five members of the Board of Commissioners present in person, Commissioner T. May declared that the Board had a quorum and was free to conduct business and begin the meeting.
The meeting minutes for April were provided electronically to the Board members and in hard copy form to the residents and the members of the Board for review and approval. A motion was made by Commissioner McGonigal to approve the minutes. This motion was seconded by Commissioner D. May. When put to the full Board for a vote the motion passed unanimously.
The Treasurer’s report covering the period from April 6, 2026, to May 4, 2026, was sent in electronic form to the Commissioners prior to the meeting for review. The report, and the list of current bills, were presented as hard copies by Commissioner McGonigal to those in attendance. Since there were no questions posed by the residents, Commissioner T. May made a motion to accept the report as presented and to pay the current bills. The motion was seconded by Commissioner D. May. When put to a full vote by the board it was passed unanimously.
Committee Reports
a) Planning Commission – Carol Williams 
· Two permits were applied for and both require variances. These permits will be addressed under New Business
            -     One permit submitted and approved: Rebuild of Grow property
b) Parks and Recreation – Commissioner Courtney
i) Dog Park - Commissioner Courtney
· Picnic - A town-wide picnic is being planned for the summer. Carol Williams is working with Commissioner Courtney on this. The current plan is to hold this event in late August or early September. Labor Day Weekend? The Little Creek Grill would like to contribute to the event. Also, the Rodriguez family has offered to assist. One suggestion was made to contact the local politicians who are up for elections in the fall and ask them if they would like to be involved.
· Movie Nights will return in June, July, and August of this year
c) Code Enforcement – Commissioners Theresa and Dennis May
· Tow Yard update: Mayor Strouse and Commissioner D. May met with the Town solicitor. A letter was sent regarding back taxes owed. DNREC is investigating the odor coming from the property. Property owners have been seen on the property recently. 
· Bailey update: The first 30 day violation letter was sent regarding property. The fine is $100.00 a day until the violation has been resolved.
· After receiving no response from letters sent to the Letterman family regarding the property located on Wilson St., Commissioner T. May will continue to explore other methods of communication concerning the violations the need to be addressed.
· Complaints will be investigated and letters will be sent out to 375 Main St for trash and debris violations on the property as well as grass being taller than 6 inches and reports of potential rodent infestation on the property.
· An investigation of the property on Carson Lane is being conducted and a letter citing the code violations will be sent to the owner.
d) Little Creek Fire Company Report – President Frazier/Chief Scott Bundek
· The Fire Department is applying for another vehicle acquisition that will be purchased using CTF funds.
· Dredging of Little River will be necessary and will continue until the damn is opened. 
Old Business – 
a) Northern / Southern Flood Study - Commissioner Strouse
- The deed to the newly acquired property is being worked on.
- One parcel may need to be annexed.
- Defense Community Infrastructure Program is going to build the flood proofing.  
- A National Fish and Wildlife Grant of $600,000 will cover the final design permitting and plan implementation. This will cover the project at 100% with no Town match required. Mayor Strouse is waiting to hear about this grant.
- Cartanza Jr spoke with Mayor Strouse and has agreed to care for the area of land that is adjacent to his field until that area of land has been flood proofed.
- ORPT - Fence, Parking area, and the kiosk at the new property will be covered with funds from this grant.
b) ORPT 2025 – Commissioner Strouse
-    We need help to put the benches together.
c) ORPT 2026 – Commissioner Strouse
-     Mayor Strouse spoke with the contractor. The down payment has been paid to the contractor. We are waiting for the permits from the county and the fire chief. We are now also asking for approval from the Department of Public Health because if the bathroom is attached to the existing building they have to determine if there is a need for more than one stall. The grant and all money is secured for the new bathroom. JV Services can do a stick built bathroom for $87, 900. The structure will be a 10 x 12 ADA compliant, block style building. It will be vandal resistant and there will be combination lock access. The plumbing will tie into the Post Office and there will also be a water bottle filling station.
- The Town match for the project of $30,000 is being secured from Senator Buckson and Representative Carson to fund this. 
- The down payment has been made to the contractor and the Town Permit has been completed.

d) Pedestrian Study/Traffic Calming – Commissioner Strouse
· A plan to put in ADA compliant crosswalks at designated points along Main Street is being pursued. We are currently awaiting approval from DelDOT.
· Malcolm reported that they are unable to begin work until DelDOT approves this project.
· Mayor Strouse reached out to Governor Meyers and Mayor Christiansen and will also reach out to Ms. Pepper in an effort to reach a resolution to the impasse.
e) Well Testing - Commissioner Strouse
-      Mayor Strouse received a call to schedule a re-test of his well because it has been
6 months since it was installed and the contaminants were treated. 
-      Well drilling has resumed.
Wells are being installed. If you have any questions, please contact Mayor Strouse.
f) Comprehensive Plan Update - Commissioner Courtney
             -    Survey was sent out to residents. Completed surveys will be sent to Sharon.
             -    Sharon would like to hold workshops for residents surrounding the Comprehensive Plan in May or early June. 
New Business
A. [bookmark: _GoBack] The property located at 196 Main Street is in need of variance approval from the Board members. This property is a nonconforming lot. The steps were made a little longer to provide better access to enter the building. The owner is requesting approval for the work that was done. A variance is needed because the owner/occupant did not apply for a permit prior to making the changes. Mr. Rodriguez stated that he did not know there were rules around making changes until he was informed by the neighbor next door, (former Mayor Glenn Gauvry), as the work was being done. Additionally, there was no written agreement for the shed that was placed on the property. Sheds can be moved to 15’ from all other adjacent structures and 10’ from the owner’s property line. Commissioner McGonigal made a motion to approve the variance for the work already done to the steps area/entrance and approve the permit to move the shed. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Courtney. When put to a full vote of the Board the motion was passed unanimously.
B. Fence for Park - The Board members would like to install a fence with a lockable gate. The members agreed that the entryway/gate opening would need to be large enough to accommodate access of the landscapers large mower. Commissioner McGonigal agreed to investigate options for this possible project.
C. Internet for Town Hall - The members of the Board would like to pursue the installation of secured internet service with a secondary guest friendly WiFi access option at Town Hall. Commissioner D. May agreed to investigate options for acquiring these services and will report back the options at the next monthly meeting.
D. Old Pavilion - Mayor Strouse is trying to sell the old pavilion on Facebook Marketplace. It is listed for $800.


Public Comment - 
Susan Wehner shared words of warning about theft in town. Saturday May 2, 2026 security cameras at the Little Creek Grill captured a large package being delivered to the property across the street. A car that was parked in the driveway of another resident was then seen backing out of that driveway and moving to where the delivery was made. After moving the car, the driver got out and stole the package. Jimmy’s new power washer was taken from his property. Susan posted a warning to the residents on Facebook that day.
Adjournment   
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner T. May and seconded by Commissioner D. May. Motion was carried, and the meeting officially ended at 8:09 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Theresa May
Secretary 
