Town of Little Creek Council Meeting Minutes for December 2, 2024

The meeting of the Little Creek Town Board was called to order at 7:01 pm by Commissioner
Edward Strouse. Four Commissioners were present in person for the Town Council meeting and
one Commissioner was present via Zoom. Commissioner Theresa May declared that five out of
five members of the Board of Commissioners were present therefore, the Town Council had a
quorum and was free to conduct business and begin the meeting. The four members of the Board
of Commissioners present in person for the start of the Town of Little Creek Council Meeting:
Commissioner Edward Strouse, Commissioner Jason Arrington, Commissioner Dennis May, and
Commissioner Theresa May. Commissioner Adrienne Hegman attended via Zoom call. Five
members of the public were in attendance in person for the general meeting: Penny Gentry, Clay
Crommett, Carol Williams, Bill Clark, and Jim Woznicki. One resident, Angie Strouse, joined
the meeting via Zoom.

The meeting minutes from the previous month were electronically sent to the commissioners for
their review prior to this meeting. These minutes were also made available to all in attendance as
hard copies. A motion was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by Commissioner D.
May to accept the minutes as received from the secretary/clerk. The motion was put to a full
board vote where it was passed unanimously.

The Treasurer’s report covering the period from November 4, 2024, to December 2, 2024, was
electronically shared to the members of the Board of Commissioners prior to the meeting and
was made available as hard copies to all in attendance. The report was read to the those in
attendance by Commissioner Strouse. The formal motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as
presented and to pay all of the current bills was made by Commissioner T. May. This motion
was seconded by Commissioner Arrington and put to full board for a vote. The Board
unanimously passed the motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented and to pay the
current bills.

Committee Reports

a) Planning Commission — Carol Williams and Commissioner Arrington

- Nothing to report

b) Parks and Recreation — Commissioner Hegman and Katie Patterson

- Nothing to report

- Upcoming Events: Tree Lighting is scheduled for Friday, December 6 at 7 pm.

- A request was made for the approval to spend $40 on supplies/snacks for the event. A
motion was made by Commissioner Arrington to approve this request and seconded
by Commissioner D. May. When put to the full board for a vote it was approved
unanimously.

- Commissioner Hegman volunteered to check the light stands prior to the event.

i) Dog Park - Mr. Hegman/Ms. Freese

- Pumps have been taken down for the winter.



c) Code Enforcement — Commissioners Theresa and Dennis May

- Continue to follow up with Kent County Code Enforcement concerning the untagged
cars located at 316 Main Street.

d) Little Creek Fire Company Report — President Frazier/Chief Scott Bundek

- No report at this time.

Old Business — Commissioner Strouse

a) Northern Flood Study/Southern Flood Study - Commissioner Strouse

- Withdrawing from current FEMA grant that was awarded because of the issues
encountered with the pending land purchase.

- Will need to apply again for the grant after the property has been acquired.

- Department of Defense has offered to pay for the entire mitigation project when the
paperwork for the grant is redone. This assistance would cover the flood mitigation
projects in both the northern and southern areas of town and could be equal to
approximately 1 million dollars.

- The recent decision by the State to end grants should not affect this project.

b) ORPT — Commissioner Strouse

- One grant was approved and the funds will remain available until June of 2025.

- The second grant has passed the first phase of the process and we await word of
where we stand on potential approval.

- After the holidays Mayor Strouse wants to begin ordering playground equipment as
part of the original grant proposal plans.

¢) Cameras for Town Hall and Park — Commissioners Strouse and T. May

- Commissioner T. May is working with Bob Meyers Electric to arrange a time for the
installation of the cameras.

d) Pedestrian Study — Commissioner Strouse

- No new report

e) Traffic Calming — Commissioner Strouse

- Town of Viola recently started their own police force

- Looking into the possibility of starting our own police force in Little Creek.

- At this time, it would cost $35,000 to get this started and the town does not generate
enough revenue to make this possible solution to the traffic problems a reality.

f) Tow Yard — Commissioner Strouse

- Notification of receipt by Mr. Jayne of the certified letter that was sent out in
November was received.

- A preliminary study can be conducted by DNREC in the event that the Tow Yard can
be returned to the Town. It may go to the county.



g) Well Testing — Commissioner Strouse

- DNREC wants to retest the wells and conduct any testing that has not already been
done in order to determine how wide spread the well contamination is within the
town. Town hall and the Dog Park were never tested although the request was made
in writing to conduct well testing at these locations.

- The long-term solution proposed is for affected wells that are not in the deepest
aquifer to be re-dug to access the confined aquifer. This would be done at the expense
of Public Health and DNREC.

New Business

- Filing for positions on the Town Board will take place in February of 2025.

- There are two (2) positions are up for election, but only one Commissioner currently
holding office plans to submit a letter of intent to run.

- Dover Fire Department is going to start working on a pay per call basis. This could
potentially impact current electricity rates in order to provide the revenue needed to
pay the fire fighters.

- Mayor Strouse will let them know that this will not benefit residents of Little Creek
as we have our own Fire Department. Since this is of no benefit the town residents
should not be expected to shoulder a rate increase for this purpose.

Public Comment

- Clay Crommett asked for clarification on what Municipal Street Aid is.

- The answer: It is money from the state that is used to pay for the street lights

- Penny Gentry asked about the continued work being done to Dave’s house. She
wanted to know if it required permits.

- Mayor Strouse researched the work being done and determined that this does not
require products.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by
Commissioner D. May. Motion was carried, and the meeting officially ended at 7:44 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa May

Secretary



